
The New ZealaNd CurriCulum 
maThemaTiCs sTaNdards for 

Years 1-8 wall CharT  
an a2 wall-chart of  information 

relating to both The New Zealand 
Curriculum and the mathematics 

standards for Years 1–8, with 
achievement objectives and 

National standards for that level 
and strand.   

order number: 11475

The New ZealaNd CurriCulum
The New Zealand Curriculum sets the 
direction for student learning and provides 
guidance for schools as they design and 
review their curriculum, within english-
medium schools and settings.
order number: 32615
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/
curriculumdocuments

The liTeraCY 
learNiNg 
ProgressioNs
The literacy learning 
Progressions book 
describes the specific 
literacy knowledge, 
skills, and attitudes that 
students draw on in order 
to meet the reading and 
writing demands of The 
New Zealand Curriculum.
order number: 33511

readiNg aNd wriTiNg 
sTaNdards
This book presents the National 
standards for reading and writing 
in Years 1–8. it also provides 
illustrations of  some of  the ways 
in which students can meet these 
standards as they engage with 
the kinds of  tasks and texts that 
enable them to meet the demands 
of  The New Zealand Curriculum. 
order number: 33481

The Number 
framework
The Number framework 
book sets out the 
requirements of the 
Number and algebra 
strand of the mathematics 
and statistics curriculum 
learning area. The 
framework embodies 
most of the achievement 
aims and objectives 
in levels 1-4 of the 
curriculum.
order number: 31668
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wriTiNg aNd readiNg 
illusTraTioNs 

a collection of  illustrations 
demonstrating the literacy 
demands of  the texts and 

tasks students will be 
engaging with across the 

curriculum. These illustrations 
are available to teachers and 

educators to support their 
planning, teaching and their 

judgments about students’ 
progress and achievement. 

online only; see details below.

CurriCulum uPdaTes
Curriculum updates 

support school leaders 
and teachers as they 

work to design and review 
their school curriculum, 

in line with The New 
Zealand Curriculum and 
with current knowledge 

and understandings 
about effective classroom 

teaching. Curriculum 
updates are published in 

the education gazette and 
are available online. see 
download details below.

suPPorTiNg Your Child’s 
learNiNg 
These fold-out sheets feature 
learning activities parents and 
children can do at home. They 
explain the National standards 
in reading, writing, and 
mathematics for Years 1–8. 
order number: 2010sT for 
english language version full 
set, or specify the year level.

suPPorTiNg Your Child’s learNiNg  
(TraNslaTed bookleT) 
This 20-page booklet is available in 14 languages and features 
learning activities parents and children can do at home. 
it explains the National standards in reading, writing, and 
mathematics for Years 1–8. it is a condensed version of  the 
english fold-out sheets.  
To view the languages available and get the order number,  
visit www.thechair.minedu.govt.nz

a sNaPshoT of The New 
ZealaNd CurriCulum: 
readiNg, wriTiNg aNd 
maThemaTiCs sTaNdards 
This poster is for teachers, 
parents/families/wha-nau and 
students to talk together about 
progress during Years 1–8.
order number: 700077

how well is mY  
Child doiNg?  
This leaflet, available in 16 
languages, explains National 
standards for parents.  
order number: 700012 (english)  
To view the languages available 
and get the order number, visit 
www.thechair.minedu.govt.nz
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AFTER TWO YEARS AT SCHOOL 

ILLUSTRATING THE STANDARD

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Example 4

Show the student a number strip with coloured cubes 
lined up along it, as in the diagram below.  Provide extra 
coloured cubes.

What colour cube goes on the number 13 in this pattern?

The student identifi es the unit of repeat (yellow, blue, red, 
white) and continues the pattern one cube at a time until 
they identify a yellow cube on 13.  

If the student notices that multiples of 4 have a white 
cube and therefore 13 has a yellow cube, they exceed 
the expectation.

Example 2

Imagine there are 49 birds sitting in the tree.

Another 4 birds come along.

How many birds are in the tree now?

The student gets the correct answer of 53 birds by 
counting on 50, 51, 52, 53 and tracking the count of 4.  
They may track the count by imaging or using substitute 
materials, including fi ngers.  

If the student successfully uses a part–whole strategy 
(e.g., “49 and 1 is 50; that leaves 3 more birds, so there 
are 53 birds in the tree”), they exceed the expectation.

Example 3

Here is a string of 12 sausages to feed 2 hungry dogs.

Each dog should get the same number of sausages.  How 
many will each dog get?

The student uses equal sharing to distribute the sausages 
between the dogs.  This might involve skip-counting 
(“2 sausages makes 1 each, 4 sausages makes 2 each ... 
12 sausages makes 6 each”) while tracking the count 
mentally or with fi ngers, or it might involve halving, 
that is, dividing 12 into 6 and 6.  (Note that 6 and 6 is a 
symmetrical partitioning of 12.)

AFTER THREE YEARS AT SCHOOL

ILLUSTRATING THE READING STANDARD

13

Sun Bears Are Special by Philippa Werry 
This text is levelled at Gold 1.

This report describes a family of Wellington Zoo’s sun bears 
to illustrate the general characteristics of sun bears and the 
diffi culties involved in breeding them. 

This text begins with an apparently straightforward comment 
about why sun bears are special and then gradually adds more 
and more information about their special features.  The text 
ends with a strong statement that sun bears are endangered.  
Students need to identify, and make connections between, 
information from a number of places to fully identify why sun 
bears are special.

The following example highlights the sorts of reading behaviours 
teachers could expect to observe in students who are meeting 
the standard.  Sometimes these behaviours will be in response 
to teacher prompts and questions, and sometimes they will be 
spontaneous as the students notice and respond to the ideas in 
the text.  These behaviours may be during the fi rst or subsequent 
readings and discussion.

With support, the student uses clues such as the title, the friendly tone, 
the use of the word “sadly”, and the information on the inside back cover 
to infer the author’s point of view about sun bears.  

The student can make connections between the pieces of information (in 
text, photographs, and illustrations) to support a particular idea or answer 
a question.  For example, they can use information from the cover, the title 
page, and pages 8–10 to infer why sun bears are also called honey bears, 
or they can explain, or offer an opinion about, why sun bears are special.

After a discussion of the cover, the 
student can make connections to their 
prior knowledge of bears or of other 
non-fi ction texts about animals to 
predict some words and/or information 
they would expect to fi nd in a text about 
sun bears.

With support, the student can use clues in 
the text to keep track of the sequence of 
events.  Examples are the photo of the cubs 
and the use of the present tense on page 2, 
the change to the past tense on pages 5–7 
(describing the time before the cubs were 
born, their birth, and when they were young), 
the change back to the present on page 8, the 
description of future events on pages 11–12, 
and the information on the inside back cover.

The student can use the information about sun bears’ 
eating habits to infer what they would eat if they lived in 
the wild in Malaysia rather than in a zoo. The student can make connections between the ideas in the text, 

particularly those on page 5 and the inside back cover, and with any prior 
knowledge they have about wild animals, to infer why the cubs won’t be 
staying with their mother.

The student uses their growing word 
knowledge and the context of the sentence to 
notice and clarify the mismatch between the 
sound and appearance of the word “tongues”.

The student can identify some multi-syllabic 
topic words (for example, “Malaysian”, “babies”, 
“zookeepers”, “adult”, “enclosure”, “insects”) 
and say how they worked them out.  

In this issue:
03
Building educational 
partnerships with whānau 
and Māori communities

02
Effective approaches for 
engaging with families 
and communities 

04
Support for 
parents and 
whānau

Family and community 
engagement

Curriculum Updates support 

school leaders and teachers 

as they work to design and 

review their school 

curriculum, in line with the 

New Zealand Curriculum and 

with current knowledge and 

understandings about 

effective classroom teaching. 

Curriculum Updates are 

published in the Education 

Gazette and are 

available online at 

http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz

This Update focuses on 

engagement with whānau and 

Māori communities. Future 

Updates will include examples of 

building relationships with Pasifi ka, 

special education, and refugee 

and migrant communities.

Community engagement is one of the principles 
that provide the foundation of curriculum decision 
making as outlined in The New Zealand Curriculum.

The curriculum has meaning for students, 

connects with their wider lives, and engages the 

support of their families, whānau, and 

communities. 

 The New Zealand Curriculum, page 9

Research shows that student outcomes are 
enhanced when links are made between the 
student’s learning at school and other contexts 
important to the student, particularly home and 
community settings.

As schools work with the National Standards, 
teachers and school leaders need to consider the 
ways that they communicate with whānau and 
communities about their children’s motivation, 
progress, and achievement. The case studies in 
this Update illustrate a variety of approaches to 
family, whānau, and community engagement that 
have proved effective, recognising that each 
school's relationship with its local whānau and 
community will be different. 

Guiding questions (he pātai) are included in each 
case study. You may choose to use them to guide 
professional discussions within your school or to 
guide planning as you engage with your community. 

Other common terms for 
community engagement include 
productive partnerships, 
whakawhanaungatanga, and 
home–school partnerships.

Welcome to The 
New Zealand 
Curriculum 
Update

This Update is designed to support schools to work with their communities to 
improve student motivation, progress, and achievement.

Issue 1 September 2010

Update
The New Zealand Curriculum

Teaching and Learning

maThemaTiCs illusTraTioNs 
a collection of  illustrations 

showing the knowledge and 
skills a student has used to solve 

a meaningful problem. These 
problems will have arisen from 

the demands in the mathematics 
learning area or across the 

curriculum. These illustrations 
are available to teachers and 

educators to support their 
planning, teaching and their 

judgments about students’ 
progress and achievement.

online only; see details below.

Curriculum updates and the illustrations are available online at:  
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/National-standards/supporting-parents-and-whanau/literacy-and-numeracy-resources

The remaining resources can be viewed and downloaded at the above web address and paper copies can be ordered 
from down the back of the Chair, online www.thechair.minedu.govt.nz; email orders@thechair.minedu.govt.nz or phone 
0800 660 662 and quote the order number. delivery is free. Please provide a physical address, not a Po box number.

orderor view oNliNe 

The maThemaTiCs 
sTaNdards 

This book presents the 
National standards for 

mathematics in Years 1–8 
together with examples of  

problems and descriptions 
of  students’ thinking that 

illustrate and clarify the 
standards.

order number: 33480

The New ZealaNd CurriCulum 
readiNg sTaNdards for 
Years 1-8 wall CharT

The New ZealaNd CurriCulum 
wriTiNg sTaNdards for Years 
1-8 wall CharT
a2 wall-charts that summarise  
The New Zealand Curriculum 
reading and writing standards for 
Years 1-8 and The literacy learning 
Progressions and are designed to 
be used in conjunction with these 
publications.
order number – reading: 710318
                            – writing: 710319

The New ZealaNd CurriCulum
resourCes To suPPorT

NaTioNal sTaNdards 


